
Dubuque’s Black 
Heritage Survey

Telling a More Complete Story of our Community



Project supported by the Iowa Department of Cultural Affairs
      through the Historic Resource Development Program



What’s a  
Survey?

KINDS OF SURVEYS
Windshield – visual, a record, superficial

Intensive – windshield plus deep research



The West 8th 
Street 

Neighborhood

Home to Black Dubuquers 
when Iowa wasn’t even a state



But We have a system

Let me tell you why it’s 

NOT WORKING

GAPS in History

Choices early on 
led to PROTECTION

Things written down 
become TRUTH

What if the 
PLACE is gone?What are we VALUING?

Emphasis on FINE 
ARCHITECTURE

Who were our 
community 
LEADERS?

What about areas of 
DISINVESTMENT?



IF we continue to use the 

same tools & methods …

We will continue to get

The same Results



Dubuque’s Previous Surveys
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A different approach
Focus on 
People & Families 

Find Places that 
Relate to Them

Regardless of Whether 
they Still Exist

The Scott Family - West 8th Street Residents since the 1940s



creating the GIS 
Storymap

Sr. Lucy Williams, OSF, 
at Corpus Christi Elementary in Chicago



Visit our GIS Storymap

The finding Dubuque Atlas

www.cityofdubuque.org/blackheritagesurvey

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/d70a04b134e844569c84df77a6d20882
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