Some examples of illicit discharges
could include the following:

Stormwater Pollution

and What You Can Do

The City of Dubuque has an illicit discharge

ordinance that was passed in 2004 prohibiting
the discharge of illicit (illegal) substances into
storm drains and other storm water collection
systems within the City of Dubuque.
When waste is placed in a catch basin, street,
or in a waterway it is the same as dumping

•

Motor Oil

•

Antifreeze / Transmission Fluid

•

Paint

•

Cooking Grease

•

Detergent

•

Home or Construction Waste

•

Pet Waste

•

Yard Waste (leaves, grass, mulch)

•

Dirt or Gravel

•

Trash

•

Pesticides and Fertilizers

it right into the Mississippi River as that is
where the City’s storm sewers discharge.
Placing waste in the river can have harmful
consequences to the health of the river. Even
yard clippings and leaves can lead to the loss
of river habitat and fish kills.
Violating the City’s illicit discharge ordinance
could potentially carry a penalty of up to
$1000 per day per violation found.

You can help make a difference:
•

Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly.

•

Repair auto leaks and dispose of batteries, household and auto waste at designated
collection or recycling locations.

•

Clean up after your pet.

•

Use a commercial car wash or wash your car on a lawn or other unpaved surface.

•

Sweep up yard debris rather than hosing down areas and compost or recycle yard
waste when possible.

•

Clean paint brushes in a sink, not outdoors and properly dispose of excess paints 		
through a hazardous waste collection program

•

Never put anything into a storm drain or creek.

•

Leaf pickup through Public Works must be scheduled and raking to the curb must
occur within 24 hours of scheduled pickup.

•

Help to prosecute violators by taking a picture of the violation taking place.

•

Call the Stormwater Hotline at 563-690-6200 to report any illicit activity.
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Stormwater Quality

and What You Can Do

Stormwater runoff is a major source of stream
deterioration due to the amount of water
running off of our streets and other impervious
surfaces (roofs, driveways, parking lots,
etc.). Another factor for stream impairment

Rain Gardens

A rain garden is a specially designed

has to do with the water quality. When the

garden, with a man-made depression, that

stormwater from a rain event runs across

collects and infiltrates stormwater runoff.

these surfaces, it picks up particles of gas, oil,

Rain gardens are usually planted with native

and other pollutants and carries them right

flowerings, plants, or grasses. The deep root

into our streams and rivers through the City’s

structures of the native plants allow the rain

storm sewer system. Managing stormwater on

water and runoff to infiltrate back down

site through infiltration based practices is a

into the ground rather than to run off of the

great way to stop this from happening. One

property thus managing the stormwater on

of these practices is the rain garden.

site. Each rain garden design is unique and
dependant on the site condition and the
owner’s personal tastes.

The City of Dubuque’s Material Assistance Program
The City of Dubuque has a material assistance program in place to help private land owners, schools,
churches, and other nonprofit organizations defray the costs of building a rain garden. Material assistance
is provided on a case by case basis and is always dependant on available funds. Assistance is for
materials only, which doesn’t include labor costs and other expenses such as hauling materials to the
site. The assistance is also not to exceed half of the total cost of the project. This allows the City to provide
assistance to as many citizens and nonprofit organizations as possible. Material assistance is also available
for stream bank stabilization for property owners who have a deteriorating stream or drainage way passing
through their property. To receive an application please contact Dean Mattoon with the City of Dubuque
Engineering Department at: 563-589-4202 or by e-mail at: dmattoon@cityofdubuque.org
For information and videos regarding stormwater runoff, please visit the following locations on our website:
General rain garden information: www.cityofdubuque.org/raingardens
Preventing stormwater pollution: www.cityofdubuque.org/stormwaterquality
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