
  DUBUQUE HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES OF
December 14, 2020

Commissioner Allen called the virtual meeting of the Dubuque Human Rights Commission to order at 4:30 p.m. on Monday, December 14, 2020.						
	
Roll Call:	Anthony Allen					Miquel Jackson
Present:	Michael Durnin				Jason Keeler							Mallory Gardiner				Kathy McCarthy
Jerry Hammel				
								
Absent	Ashley Regan				
		 
Staff:		Kelly Larson					Carol Spinoso
			
Approval of November 9, 2020 Meeting Minutes
Motion by Hamel second by Durnin to approve the meeting minutes of November 9, 2020 as submitted. All in favor.  

Reports
Caseload Report
The November 2020 Caseload Report was received and filed. 

Chairperson’s Report
Commission Allen requested that next month’s agenda include an action item for discussion related to Commissioner Regan’s absences from Commission meetings and activities.

Director’s Report
Kelly conveyed that the Equity Poverty Prevention Plan is tentatively scheduled to be presented to the City Council at their January 11th meeting.  The Plan contains many recommendations that will have a relationship to the Commission’s priorities.  She will also be meeting with Anthony and Miquel to discuss recommendations that where made related to the DCPRC as part of the BLM Work Session. 

Legislative priorities are being prepared for the City Council and there are several items related to racial equity that will be included.  The Council will review at their first meeting in January to decide which of those legislative priorities to accept for the coming year. 

At the December 7th Council meeting, a citizen asked that they table the DHRC recommendations related to the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing due to concerns of receiving different recommendations from the Housing Commission, Community Development Advisory Commission, and the Human Rights Commission which could possibly result in more than four or five priorities. Kelly has asked Alexis to forward the recommendations from the Housing and CD Commissions so that the DHRC could review and determine whether they would want to make any amendments to their recommendations.  




Commission consensus was that there was no need to amend the recommended priorities that they established at their November 9th meeting. 

Old Business
Discuss additional goals related to recent community momentum on diversity and inclusion initiatives
Adrienne Breitfelder provided clarification for this proposed goal, explaining that her intent was to identify which of the Council’s priorities are aligned to DHRC goals and are tied to DEI, and possibly make recommendations to help bring an equity perspective to those goals. The Chair asked that this item be flagged and discussed at the DHRC annual goal setting session. 

New Business
Tom LoGuidice to Address the Commission on SMART as it relates to the Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing
Commissioner Allen stated that Tom had contacted him to convey that he would not be presenting today as the Commission is already implementing the SMART concept. 

Standing Items: Goals
	Objective 1:  Race in the Heartland Conference – Jackson, Allen
Nothing new to report.

	Objective 2: Education – Durnin, Gardiner 
The committee met to review the DCSD Strategic Plan that Taj Suleyman submitted last month looking for possible barriers to student achievement and development related to virtual learning. Another area of focus is diversifying staff. They would like to see where each induvial school is in this area. It was suggested that they create a liaison to the DCSD Equity Committee to obtain information of their recruitment efforts. 

Gardiner stated that she will again reach out to her Marshallese contacts.  She stated that the Equity Coordinator is working to develop an equity plan for the school district, and they offered Taj  their assistance in that planning.  

	Objective 3: Housing – McCarthy, Keeler, Allen
No update.
 
Objective 4: Employment – Hammel, Regan
Commissioner Hammel indicated that he had reached out to Commissioner Regan to meet but received no response.  

Adjournment:
Jackson motioned, and Durnin seconded to adjourn. All in favor. The meeting ended at 5:24 p.m. The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, January 11, 2021.
 
Minutes approved as submitted:  		
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