












































   Dubuque Parks and Recreation Commission 

March 23, 2023 

Dear Members, 

Having read the Telegraph Herald article “City residents impassioned to rename park” (Thursday, March 

23rd edition), I would have to agree with Commission Chair Jennifer Tigges, that this is not a popularity 

contest and that a name that best fits certain criteria should be chosen. 

Many of the names on the narrowed down list, although are important and prominent members of our 

great city, are missing the point in my estimation. I hope that my suggestion is not too late to be 

considered at your April 11 meeting. 

The city of Dubuque had experienced repeated flooding throughout its history. The bad flood of 1952 

seemed to get people and groups talking about flood protection. Planning, funding, and public 

acceptance were major hurdles that needed to be overcome. 

The devastating flood of 1965 gave the needed push to fast track the planning and funding for our 

current floodwall. I can remember it well. At ten years old my boy scout troop labored to fill sandbags 

after getting the required tetanus and typhoid shots. 

I would suggest naming the park “Flood Haven Park” in honor of all those involved in making this giant 

undertaking possible. It protected our beloved city and allowed it to grow. 

Imagine what it would have been like without the flood wall during the next major flood of 1993. Most 

of us should remember the record-breaking flood of 2019 when the river was above flood stage for 85 

days. 

“Flood Haven Park” would be most fitting, given its location on the floodwall at 16th and Kerper. It can 

be dedicated, not to one individual, but to all those having a hand in its completion from beginning to 

end. 

That list would include civic leaders from the 1950’s – 1960’s, Army Corps of Engineers, Salvation Army, 

Chambers of Commerce, Local Businesses, and Lawmakers like John C. Culver. City Government, Legal 

Counsel, Employees of the City of Dubuque, especially the surveyors and engineers, and the thousands 

of other volunteers working to keep our city dry. Perhaps a plaque dedicating the park to all those 

involved can be placed at a naming and dedication ceremony. 

Having worked for the City of Dubuque Parks Department for 40 years, I am partial to our awesome park 

system.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Steven Pregler 
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Kristen Dietz

From: Stephen J. Fehsal

Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 3:29 PM

To: spregs@mchsi.com

Cc: Marie Ware; Kristen Dietz

Subject: RE: Park Name Suggestion

Attachments: Flood Wall Nams.docx

Hi Steve, 
 
Unfortunately the submission period ended in February.  However, I am happy to provide your information to the Park 
and Recreation Commission.  Thanks. 
 
Steve  
 

From: spregs@mchsi.com <spregs@mchsi.com>  
Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 7:58 PM 
To: Marie Ware <Mware@cityofdubuque.org>; Stephen J. Fehsal <Sfehsal@cityofdubuque.org> 
Subject: Park Name Suggestion 
 

Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.  Allow sender | Block sender  

sophospsmartba nnerend  

Marie and Steve, I hope it is not too late to submit the attached. 

After reading this morning’s TH, I don’t feel that any of the short list 

of names is perhaps as fitting as my suggestion. Please read and 

consider. My dad and I plan on attending the April 11 meeting for 

any further explanation if needed. 

 

Thanks! 

 

Steve Pregler 


